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Corn Board and the Nebraska Corn Growers Association from working toward  
a joint mission of enhancing demand, adding value and ensuring sustainability.
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By the time you are reading this, harvest will be nearly complete, and I hope it was a 

bountiful harvest. If you still have acres to pick, please be safe as you finish up. With 

the persistent dry weather this year, there have been several fires across the state. A 

reminder to always "Take a Second for Safety" and pay attention to our surroundings. 

Looking back, most of us could not wait to put 2019 behind us. Then 2020 came and 

brought us another big event with the COVID-19 pandemic that shook our industry 

even more. Through it all, corn farmers and the agricultural industry have shown 

resilience. While COVID-19 has changed the way in which we have been meeting, 

it has not changed our focus, or the hard work we have undertaken on your behalf. 

Throughout the summer and early fall, Association staff have participated in numerous 

virtual video gatherings, conference calls and socially distanced meetings working on 

topics like the future of ethanol policy, clarifying the CFAP program, and looking ahead 

to the 2021 legislative session. I greatly appreciate our staff’s dedication to our members.

On a different note, this will likely be my last letter to you as president of the Nebraska 

Corn Growers Association. In January, I will transition from president to chairman and 

the next great representative will take the helm. It has been an absolute honor to 

serve as your president for the past two years. In my time as president, we have 

seen several Black Swan events including the bomb cyclone of 2019 and the current 

global pandemic. Through it all, the Association has persevered, never losing focus of its 

mission to serve Nebraska’s corn farmers. 

Your membership in the Nebraska Corn Growers Association is greatly appreciated 

and is something we do not take for granted. We know times can be tough in 

agriculture, and we are here to help. As always, if you have questions about what 

the Association is working on or issues you want to bring forward, please reach out to 

myself or any of the staff in the office. We are here working for you! 

Dan Nerud
President, Nebraska Corn Growers Association

A Letter from the NeCGA President  |  DAN NERUD

“While COVID-19 
has changed 
the way in 
which we 
have been 
meeting, it has 
not changed 
our focus, 
or the hard 
work we have 
undertaken on 
your behalf. ”
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In August, your Association held the 10th 

annual Corn Grower Open at Lochland 

Country Club. It was the first time the golf 

tournament had been held in Hastings 

and it did not disappoint. We had a 

great turnout with over 126 golfers, 

beautiful weather and a fun course. 

While we were disappointed to not be 

able to hold our typical awards ceremony 

due to the ongoing global pandemic, it 

was still a successful day! Congratulations 

to the flight one and two winners, the 

Gary Thompson Agency team and Buffalo 

Hall Team 1 respectively. The winners 

of the first flight had the opportunity 

to choose the recipient of the mulligan 

money. Half of the funds raised from 

mulligan sales were set aside for a charity 

of the winning team’s choosing. The 

other half went to the Nebraska Corn 

Growers Association foundation. The 

charity selected this year was Prairie Loft 

Center in Hastings. They were extremely 

appreciative of the donation and used 

the funds for a community event held in 

October. We greatly appreciate all of 

our sponsors and golfers' support for 

this annual event, the Corn Grower 

Open would not happen without it! 

Be on the lookout for information in the 

coming months for the 11th annual Corn 

Grower Open. 

2020 Corn Grower Open

Thank you to our 2020 Corn Grower Open Sponsors!

NeCGA Update
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PRIME Program
This year, the Nebraska Corn Growers 

Association had its fourth class of 

producers take part in the PRIME 

Program. Despite the COVID-19 

pandemic, PRIME Class IV has participated 

in industry tours and heard from industry 

professionals. The first meeting took place 

in the spring in conjunction with the 

U.S. Grains Council's Trade School. The 

group first met in Lincoln for a classroom 

learning session and then traveled via 

bus to Kansas City to participate in Trade 

School with a number of other states. 

The summer meeting tours took place in 

August in the North Platte area. During 

the learning session, participants heard 

from speakers in the areas of financial 

planning, grain marketing and farm 

safety. Following the learning session, 

participants took part in an industry 

tour to learn more about agriculture 

outside participants' home operations. 

“People are creatures of habit. Hearing 

from others in the industry made me 

think about things I haven't really 

thought about before,” said Clint Damme, 

PRIME Class IV member and farmer from 

Talmage. “The experience has helped me 

to gain a different perspective on the 

industry.”

The speakers and tour locations tend to 

vary for each year’s class, but one thing 

is certain, participants come out of the 

sessions acquiring knowledge and 

new points of view. Over the course 

of this year-long program, producers 

participate in three sessions lasting two 

days each. The program is designed for 

producers who want to increase their 

knowledge and better themselves and 

their operations.

“It’s neat to see how everyone's normal 

is different,'' said Damme. “The PRIME 

Program has been a great way to 

network and get new ideas that I can 

work towards implementing back home 

on my operation.”

Applications for PRIME Class V are due 

January 29, 2021. For more information 

regarding the PRIME Program, visit 

necga.org or email Morgan Wrich, 

NeCGA director of grower services, at 

mwrich@necga.org. 

NeCGA Update

 “It’s neat to see 
how everyone's 
normal is 
different,” said 
Damme. “The 
PRIME Program has 
been a great way 
to network and get 
new ideas that I 
can work towards 
implementing 
back home on my 
operation.”



 FALL   Nebraska Corn Update   5

NeCGA Update

Earlier this fall, the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) announced 

an interim decision regarding the re-

registration of atrazine. After over 60 

years of use and 7,000 research studies, 

EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler 

declared atrazine, along with propazine 

and simazine, safe for continued use 

in controlling resistant weeds. This 

interim decision is a major milestone for 

Nebraska’s corn farmers. 

“The announcement is a key 

step forward for Nebraska’s corn 

farmers during a time of economic 

uncertainty,” said Kelly Brunkhorst, 

executive director of the Nebraska 

Corn Growers Association. “Without this 

decision, costs of replacement weed 

control products would add between 

an additional $29 to nearly $60 an acre 

for producers. Something our industry 

just can’t afford.” 

This announcement concluded the 

registration review process where EPA 

is required to periodically reevaluate 

existing pesticides. During this process, 

NeCGA’s grassroots efforts submitted 

thousands of comments from Nebraska 

corn farmers in support of the product. 

The next step for the triazines is a draft 

biological evaluation required under the 

Endangered Species Act (ESA), which is 

expected to be published soon.

“This is not the last time the EPA 

will review atrazine. On behalf of 

our members, NeCGA will keep a 

watchful eye going forward, ensuring 

that agriculture has a voice in the 

process and that the agencies 

involved utilize high-quality, 

scientific studies,” said Brunkhorst. “The 

EPA stated again today that they will 

use the best available research when 

making determinations. Something we 

have long advocated for.”

Atrazine



Fellow corn growers:

It’s safe to say 2020 is one for the books. 

Just when we think things can’t get any 

crazier, they do. Regardless, I hope this 

letter finds you healthy and happy as we 

move into this holiday season.

Speaking on behalf of the entire Nebraska 

Corn Board, we missed seeing a lot of you 

at Husker Harvest Days and the Nebraska 

State Fair, but good weather conditions 

allowed many of us to get in the fields 

early. Harvest is wrapping up across the 

state and it’s projected Nebraska will have 

another solid year of production. 

In this issue of the Nebraska Corn joint 

newsletter, you can get a glimpse of 

how our organizations continue to push 

forward in times of COVID-19. While 

we aren’t able to meet in person (with 

international trade customers, consumers, 

youth, etc.), we’re adapting to tech nology 

and interacting in new ways. While these 

digital tools can’t compare to face-to-

face interactions, they serve key roles 

in our outreach efforts. 

Because we were unable to visit with you in 

person for the last several months, I hope 

you received and were able to read our 

latest report entitled “Growing Success.”  

This publication was released earlier this fall 

and highlights key programs of the Nebraska 

Corn Board and shows just how your 

checkoff funds are achieving our mission 

of promoting the value of corn by creating 

opportunities. If you haven’t received this 

report, or would like additional copies, 

please contact the Nebraska Corn Board 

office at 402-471-CORN. 

I wanted to congratulate all twelve of 

our Nebraskans who were selected to 

serve our farmers nationally through 

action teams with the National Corn 

Growers Association. These terms will 

begin Jan. 1 and will last one year. I’d like 

to express my continued appreciation for 

our two national board members serving 

NCGA’s Corn Board, Brandon Hunnicutt 

and Deb Gangwish. I also want to thank 

Lynn Chrisp who rotated off the NCGA 

Corn Board this fall. Lynn has been a 

reliable voice at the national level for 25 

years, and Nebraska corn farmers were 

well represented under his leadership. 

I imagine the winter meeting season will 

be plagued with cancellations or moved 

to virtual gatherings due to COVID-19. 

While it may be more difficult for us to 

meet in person, if you ever have any 

questions about what your Nebraska corn 

checkoff is up to or have any questions on 

programming, don’t hesitate to reach out 

to your district director. You can also reach 

out to any of our staff members in Lincoln, 

who would be happy to help answer your 

questions.

Have a great holiday season! Stay safe and 

healthy!

A Letter from the NCB Chairman  |  DAVID BRUNTZ

David Bruntz
Chairman, Nebraska Corn Board

“Harvest is 
wrapping up 
across the 
state and it’s 
projected 
Nebraska will 
have another 
solid year of 
production. ”
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Despite the limitations of international travel 

due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 

the Nebraska Corn Board (NCB) recently 

hosted two trade teams to promote the 

state’s corn, ethanol, distillers grains, beef and 

pork industries to international customers. 

The visits were held virtually and were in 

conjunction with the U.S. Grains Council’s 

(USGC) first Virtual Grain Exchange series. 

Both Nebraska visits took place on Oct. 15. 

In each virtual trade mission, preproduced 

video field trips highlighted key sectors 

of Nebraska’s agriculture. The videos were 

followed by live question and answer 

discussions led by farmers and industry 

leaders within the state’s agricultural sectors. 

“Nebraska is home to some of the most 

efficient and productive farmers in the 

world,” said Steve Wellman, Nebraska 

Department of Agriculture (NDA) director. 

“While the coronavirus may have greatly 

impacted the world as we know it, our 

agricultural industry is still going strong 

in our state. We’re open for business, 

and we must continue to identify 

new customers and maintain positive 

relationships with our current buyers. 

Thankfully, tech nology allows us to be 

able to do this. Obviously, we’d prefer to 

meet with these customers in person, but 

this is the next best thing.” 

The day kicked off meeting with customers 

from North Africa, Israel and Turkey. During 

this virtual Zoom meeting, the potential 

buyers met with Director Wellman; Joan 

Ruskamp, farmer and cattle producer; Walter 

Cronin, chief commercial officer with Green 

Plains; and Jeff Wilkerson, NCB director of 

market development. The second trade 

team included customers from Taiwan 

and included panelists Mark Jagels, NDA 

agricultural trade representative; Shana 

Beattie, farmer and pork producer; Brandon 

Hunnicutt, farmer and NCB vice chairman; 

and Roger Berry, Nebraska Ethanol Board 

administrator. 

“It certainly was a different trade mission 

experience for me,” said Hunnicutt. “While I 

prefer to visit with our international friends 

on Nebraska soil so I can help walk them 

through our production process, I can tell we 

still had an impact from behind a computer 

screen. Our guests were engaged and 

asked several really good questions.”

Nebraska was just one of several states that 

partnered with USGC to host trade missions 

as part of the Virtual Grain Exchange. In total, 

more than 1,200 international customers 

registered for the series, including 

international buyers and end-users of 

coarse grains and co-products from 54 

countries and members of the U.S. grain 

export value chain. 

“Even though trade teams are virtual this 

year, the fact remains that all end-users 

want to get a good look at the entire U.S. 

agricultural value chain when making 

decisions about U.S. grains,” said Ryan 

LeGrand, U.S. Grains Council president and 

CEO. “The teams visiting Nebraska are eager 

to not only see the state of corn harvest 

there, but also are keenly interested in 

getting a peek inside major production 

facilities so they can see for themselves 

just how high-quality Nebraska corn is. By 

allowing them to do so, we can strengthen 

the relationships between U.S. farmers and 

these buyers, and we appreciate Nebraska 

Corn Board’s assistance in this process.”

Nebraska Corn Board Update

Nebraska Corn Board hosts international 
customers through Virtual Grain Exchange

While in-person events to bring grain and ethanol buyers and end-users from around the 
world to meet directly with Nebraska farmers and agribusiness representatives usually 
occur routinely, this year’s global pandemic presented an opportunity to go virtual.
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After many years volunteering his 

time with the National Corn Growers 

Association (NCGA), Lynn Chrisp has 

transitioned out of his role as chairman 

of the board of directors. Chrisp, a 

farmer from Hastings, spent 30 years 

serving corn farmers through state 

and national leadership roles. As he 

concludes his time on NCGA’s Corn 

Board, Nebraska Corn visited with Chrisp 

(virtually, of course) and reflected on his 

years of leadership. 

When asked about his decision to 

get involved in the corn industry in a 

leadership capacity, Chrisp said he was 

heavily influenced by his father-in-law. 

“My father-in-law was involved in 

association work and had political 

interests as well. He kind of set the 

example with being involved in activities 

off the farm” said Chrisp. 

Lynn gravitated toward the Nebraska Corn 

Growers Association (NeCGA) because it 

was an organization that impacted him 

directly. It was easy to see the impacts 

(and the potential impacts) NeCGA was 

directly having on his farm.

“In South Central Nebraska corn is 

king, and corn is growing our farming 

operation. That’s why I got specifically 

involved with the Corn Growers 

Association,” says Chrisp. 

In 1995, Lynn began serving on various 

action teams within NCGA. Much of his 

national work included spending time on 

committees involved with stewardship, 

ethanol and government relations. 

Because of the length of time he served 

on the national public policy action team, 

Chrisp had the opportunity to work on 

two farm bills directly. The aspects of 

those farm bills were to provide the right 

kind of farm support to farmers during the 

downtimes. One of these programs, ACRE 

(an acronym for Average Crop Revenue 

Election) appeared in the 2008 farm bill 

and was the first revenue-based farm 

support program. 

“It’s been remarkable over the years 

to work with an entire array of highly 

qualified folks that are leaders both on 

local state boards and on the national 

board as well,” says Chrisp. 

Chrisp began his first term on NCGA’s 

Corn Board in the fall of 2011. He was 

elected first vice president in 2017, 

president in 2018 and chairman in 

2019. He says he’s had a great experience 

with the programs he’s been involved in 

and that they have provided him with 

numerous opportunities for leadership and 

personal development. Chrisp says he 

cherishes the relationships he’s made 

over the amount of time he’s served. 

Since the end of Chrisp’s duties as 

chairman, he says he’s been finding time 

to work on some of his own projects 

that have previously been put on the 

backburner. 

“I’ve had a whole lot more time on my 

hands to figure out what retirement is all 

about, but if you own a farm, you know 

you’re never fully retired.” 

Lynn will continue to be involved on the 

local level through NeCGA, as well as 

working with NCGA’s foundation. 

Nebraska Corn Board Update

Chrisp Reflects on Service with NCGA

Lynn Chrisp addresses the delegates and attendees at the 2018 
Corn Congress at Commodity Classic held in Anaheim, CA. 



Today, 99% of plastics are made from fossil fuels. This leaves 

only a small portion (less than 1%) of today’s plastics that are 

plant-based. However, sourcing more plant-based products 

results in an economy that is greener and less dependent on 

fossil fuels. Plants, like corn, take in carbon dioxide as they 

grow, making them great sources for renewable products that 

reduce greenhouse gases. Because of this, the Nebraska Corn 

Board has partnered with the Iowa Corn Promotion Board 

to make renewable, recyclable plastic made from corn a 

reality through a patented process to produce a biochemical 

called monoethylene glycol (MEG). MEG is also used in making 

polyester clothing and antifreeze. The total global market for MEG 

is roughly 62 billion pounds, growing annually at a rate of 4%.

Plastic companies are currently making bottles utilizing biobased MEG 

made from sugarcane-based ethanol imported from South America. 

Many global, Fortune 100 companies are embarking on sustainability 

goals aimed at increasing recyclability and use of recycled plastic. 

Biobased MEG compliments this by making plastic from plants, while 

maintaining the recyclability of bottles consumers are used to. If 

biobased MEG would capture just 4% of the total market, it would 

consume about 94 million bushels of surplus corn per year.

This project, led by Iowa Corn, has already secured two U.S. 

patents on a proprietary process to make MEG directly from 

corn glucose. This technology uses a single process step to 

continuously produce MEG with yields of 80% of the weight of 

the sugar made into MEG. The process saves steps and reduces 

the cost of biobased MEG. This also means there is a significant 

improvement in carbon efficiency of the process, reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

Corn based MEG can be incorporated in everyday plastics from 

soda bottles to car parts. It is more economical and efficient than 

what’s on the market today, and benefits your farm by adding 

more market demand. 

This project is currently in the development stage and researchers 

are working to develop a continuous pilot plant to scale-up the 

conversation process. NCB has partnered with Iowa Corn to help 

commercialize the process. Through this effort, NCB is helping 

increase corn grind to achieve its mission of promoting the value 

of corn by creating opportunities. 

Research Update: Expanding Bioplastics
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Corn ethanol is uniquely positioned to play 
a larger role in future transportation fuels. 
Earlier this fall, Rep. Cheri Bustos (IL-17) 
introduced the Next Generation Fuels Act. 
This legislation would transform the U.S. fuel 
supply by boosting octane and reducing 
carbon emissions. The Next Generation 
Fuels Act would bolster U.S. corn demand 
by cementing ethanol as a key biofuel that 
benefits the environment and economy. 
The Nebraska Corn Board and the Nebraska 
Corn Growers Association support this effort 
to help meet the nation’s demand for lower 
carbon, cleaner burning liquid biofuels.

What is the Next Generation Fuels Act?

The Next Generation Fuels Act sets a new 
fuel standard by requiring gasoline sold 
in the U.S. contain a minimum octane. To 
boost octane, refiners would be required 
to use sources that result in at least 30% 
fewer greenhouse gas emissions than 
unblended gasoline. 

How does this relate to ethanol or corn?

Ethanol is a natural octane booster. In 
addition to being cleaner burning than 

gasoline, it’s also the cheapest and 
safest way to increase octane. The Next 
Generation Fuels Act would support 
ethanol blends like E25 and E30. Since 
more than a third of the U.S. corn crop 
is used for ethanol production, corn 
farmers would benefit from the increased 
demand the Next Generation Fuels Act 
would provide, estimated at 1.8 billion 
bushels annually.

What is octane?

Octane is a number that measures a fuel’s 
resistance to auto ignition, or knocking. 
Setting a minimum octane standard, in 
this case a Research Octane Number of 
98, would allow automakers to build more 
efficient engines.

How would this benefit consumers?

Consumers would realize fuel efficiency 
gains through improved engine 
performance. In addition, since ethanol 
is consistently more affordable than 
conventional gasoline, drivers would reap 
the high-octane benefits provided by a 
cheaper, high-octane fuel.

How would this benefit the 
environment?

Ethanol has a greenhouse gas emission 
profile 39-43% lower than gasoline. By 
2022, emissions are estimated to be up 
to 70% below gasoline. Using ethanol to 
boost octane would also result in fewer 
harmful aromatics used in gasoline.

How would this impact Nebraska?

Nebraska is the nation’s second largest 
ethanol producer and third biggest corn 
grower. The industry is critical to the 
state’s economy and rural communities 
in which the plants are located. The state 
has 25 ethanol plants that support nearly 
1,500 employees. Ethanol production is 
valued at nearly $3.8 billion, and the total 
economic impact from ethanol production 
is more than $4.1 billion.

Next Generation Fuels Act

The Next Generation Fuels Act is designed 
to fully realize the benefits of the U.S. 
ethanol industry. For more in-depth 
information, the National Corn Growers 
Association breaks down the significance 
of this legislation at ncga.com/octane.

Nebraska Corn Board Update



 FALL   Nebraska Corn Update   11

The Alliance for the Future of 
Agriculture  in Nebraska
The Alliance for the Future of 
Agriculture in Nebraska, or AFAN, has 
been working to grow the livestock 
sector for the last 15 years and will 
continue to do so for years to come. 

AFAN was formed in 2005 by the leading 
agricultural organizations in Nebraska, 
including the Nebraska Corn Board, to 
conduct outreach and promotion while 
providing information to consumers 
about Nebraska agriculture. In 2015, these 
organizations saw a need to advance 
livestock development within the state 
along with recruiting agriculture and food 
processing businesses. Since then, AFAN 
has been focused on encouraging the 
development of livestock and working 
with communities and Nebraska 
leaders to create opportunities for 
industries that add value to Nebraska 
agricultural output and energize the 
economy.  

One way AFAN works to advance livestock 
development in the state is by working 
with Nebraska producers who are 
looking to add to or expand their current 
operations. AFAN’s free one-on-one 
consulting services is a resource the 
organization provides for any producer 
considering expansion or modernization 
of livestock facilities. This resource aids in 
the areas of state regulations, zoning, site 
feasibility and financing questions. AFAN 
has connections statewide to open lines 
of communication with state agencies, 
agricultural groups, local governing bodies 
and the communities in which farmers are 
interested in building. AFAN stands ready 
to be an advocate throughout the entire 
process. 

A recent success for AFAN includes the 
Lincoln Premium Poultry (LPP) project 
which recently came to fruition. In 
September, the LPP plant in Fremont 

reached full plant capacity which will 
supply Costco with nearly 2 million 
chickens each week! The LPP project will 
use about 350,000 bushels of corn and 
3,000 tons of soybean meal every week. 
The soybean meal translates to about 
126,000 bushels of soybeans. The average 
Nebraska farm is about 1,000 acres of land 
and given average yields, the LPP demand 
for grain utilizes ALL the grain from almost 
four Nebraska farms every week. Creating 
new markets and using grain in-state 
adds value to the grains. It helps 
farmers, and it creates more economic 
activity and opportunities in rural 
Nebraska communities.  

In the upcoming months AFAN will be 
co-hosting multiple open houses with 
partners in the agriculture industry. These 
open houses will give producers the 
opportunity to tour new facilities in the 
areas of pork and cattle production. Be 
sure to visit the AFAN Facebook page 
for specific details. 

The agriculture industry has suffered many 
hardships over the last few years from the 
bomb cycle, low commodity prices and 
COVID-19, but AFAN continually looks 
to the future and are ready to stand as a 
partner and advocate for all producers 
to grow the livestock industry within the 
great state of Nebraska. 

Nebraska Corn Board Update

"A few years ago, Scott Wagner, farmer from Fremont, was planting corn and had an 
epiphany in the tractor cab. “I realized I couldn’t propel myself forward by just selling 
grain,” he said. “I realized I had to figure out a way to add value to my crop and create 
opportunities for future generations to farm here.”  He now raises pullets for Costco’s 
poultry processing facility in Fremont. 



Nebraska Corn Growers Association
4435 O St., Ste. 210
Lincoln, NE 68510

National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA)

      National Corn Board
 - Deb Gangwish, Shelton
 - Brandon Hunnicutt, Giltner

      Ethanol Action Team
 - Rick Gruber, Benedict
 - Jan TenBensel, Cambridge

      Market Development Action Team
 - Jeff Wilkerson, Lincoln

      Membership & Consumer  
       Engagement Action Team
 - Dan Nerud, Dorchester
 - Kurtis Harms, Lincoln
 - Morgan Wrich, Lexington

      Production Technology Access  
       Action Team
 - David Warner, Albion
 - Dan Wesely, Morse Bluff

      Risk Management & Transportation  
       Action Team
 - Deb Gangwish, Shelton
 - Steve Ebke, Daykin

      Stewardship Action Team
 - Andy Jobman, Gothenburg

      Sustainability Ag Research  
       Action Team
 - Brandon Hunnicutt, Giltner
 - Ted Schrock, Elmwood

      Resolutions Committee
 - Dan Nerud, Dorchester
 - Carl Sousek, Prague

      Finance Committee
 - Brandon Hunnicutt, Giltner

      Governance Committee
 - Deb Gangwish, Shelton

      Corn PAC
 - Dan Nerud, Dorchester

U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF)

      Executive Committee (representing  
       feedgrains and oilseeds)
 -David Bruntz, Friend

U.S. Grains Council (USGC)

      Asia Advisory Team
 - Jay Reiners, Juniata
 - Deb Gangwish, Shelton

      Middle East/Africa/South Africa 
       Advisory Team
 - Brandon Hunnicutt, Giltner

      Western Hemisphere  
       Advisory Team
 - John Greer, Edgar
 - Andy Groskopf, Scottsbluff

Several Nebraska Corn Farmers and Staff 
Serving in National Leadership Roles

NeCGA Annual Meeting  
POSTPONED to January 21, 2021.


