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Planting the Seed

S0 YEARS AGO

Corn farmers are an independent group. But when it
comes time to band together to address challenges, they
are quick to join forces and make things happen.

The Nebraska Corn Growers Association ( NeCGA) is a perfect example. -

Challenges facing Nebraska corn farmers in the early 1970's

provided the impetus for Nebraska corn farmers to band together to |

form NeCGA in the spring of 1972. Fifty years later, NeCGA continues

to be a powerful, effective voice for Nebraska corn farmers.

During the early years, the organization struggled‘ toestablisha -

strong root system—but by 1975, determined leadership from corn
farmers created a solid foundation upon which NeCGA has continued
to grow and advocate for the best interests of Nebraska corn farmers.

For the past 50 years, NeCGA has been at the table during every
discussion and debate on issues that impact Nebraska corn farmers
‘and agriculture in general. In many instances, NeCGA has taken

the lead on critical initiatives and provided boots-on-the-ground |

support and participation when called upon.

As a grassroots organization, NeCGA is driven by its corn farmer
membership. Policy positions and initiatives begin across the state
among the 20 Iocbl associations and then flow up to the state level.
Eventually, the voice of Nebraska corn farmers is among those

from other states as policy initiatives and positions are debated
and adopted at the national level during meetings of the

National Corn Growers Association (NCGAl).‘

During a significant milestone such as the half-century mark,

it's appropriate to pause and reflect on how NeCGA has been

a difference-maker for Nebraska corn farmers.
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HERE'S A BRIEF LOOK AT SOME SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE NEBRASKA CORN GROWERS ASSOCIATION

OVER THE PAST 50 YEARS:

Fostering Nebraska’s
Ethanol Industry

Early on, NeCGA recognized that Nebraska’s
national leadership in the production of corn and
cattle positioned the state well for the growth

of the ethanol industry. Corn, cattle and ethanol
comprise a “Golden Triangle” that drives the state’s
economy. Thanks in great part to the efforts and
leadership of NeCGA, Nebraska is now the nation’s
second largest ethanol producer. The state’s
ethanol plants create demand for more than 600
million bushels of corn annually at full production.
The distillers grains co-product of ethanol
production has become a preferred component

in livestock rations in Nebraska, across the nation

and around the world.

NeCGA has been instrumental in the

development of the ethanol industry in

Nebraska in a variety of ways:

Advocating for state and national policies that
laid the groundwork for the ethanol industry
and continue to benefit and protect it

Sponsoring dozens of at-the-pump

promotions across the state

Promoting the use of E85 and E15/

Unleaded88 to increase ethanol demand

Supporting consumer education campaigns

on the benefits of ethanol-blended fuel

Working with fuel retailers and other ethanol

stakeholders to create consumer demand
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Advocacy & Policy
Development

INFLUENCING THE INFLUENCERS

Policy advocacy is a fundamental pillar of NeCGA. The Nebraska Corn Board (corn checkoff) is
prohibited by law from influencing policy at the state level and is limited in its ability to influence
federal policy. So, when it comes time for Nebraska corn farmers to advocate in the Unicameral

or inside the Beltway, NeCGA serves as their voice.

Over the past five decades, NeCGA has been an effective voice for Nebraska corn farmers

in the Nebraska Unicameral including:

Advocating for ethanol legislation, including the
establishment of an at-the-pump incentive to
boost sales of ethanol-blended fuel and grant

programs for biofuels infrastructure

Testifying on property tax and land valuation

reform

Requesting introduction of sales tax exemptions

for various agricultural implements

Promoting rural broadband access and rural

development programs

Helping pass legislation to incentivize
bio-degradable plastic and renewable chemicals

production as a way to create market demand

Advocating for farmers and
ranchers as they worked to
recover from the 2019

floods that ravaged the state

Providing testimony at
public hearings and helping
state senators better
understand the impact

of state policy related to

Nebraska agriculture

= Participating in hearings on policies related to
water quality, water quantity, livestock issues,

renewable fuels, taxes and many more

=  Working with the Nebraska Legislature to create
the corn checkoff in 1978 and advocate for

periodic increases in the checkoff rate




NeCGA farmer-leaders have also been

engaged on the federal level through their

involvement with NCGA including: !

Development of every Farm Bill over
the past 50 years

Establishment and continued édvoéacy.
for the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS)
and other policies which accelerated the
growth of the ethanol industry 12

Advocating for policy related to the adpption
of high octane, low carbon fuels

Working to establish year—rogjnd availa’bili_ty
of E15 blends . !
Supporting significant intefnational trad_ef' i
agreements over the years in‘cluding :
NAFTA, USMCA and individual agreements.
with key international customers for corn

and co-products

Engaging with Congress in the devé-lo'pment
of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic :
Security Act (CARES) to help farmers recover
from the effects of COVID-19

Testimony on dozens of issues including trade
policy, tariffs, renewable fuels, conservation
programs and other important policy = !

Monitoring and providing input on federal -
regulatory action on atrazine, water, crop.
protectién products and the environmental -
impact of agriculture '
Encouraging NeCGA members to contact :
their Congressmnal representatives when

important policy is being discussed that affects,

their freedom to farm— and prowdmgwaysto '

make it easy for themtodoso |
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Developing Farmer-Leaders

IDENTIFYING THE NEXT GENERATION OF AG ADVOCATES

NeCGA has spanned three generations of Nebraska
corn farmers. Its consistent success and impact have
come about in large part thanks to the organization’s
dedication to developing leadership among the
ranks of Nebraska corn farmers and young people
interested in agriculture. NeCGA efforts in this

area include:

= Coordinating the annual Washington, D.C.
Leadership Mission, which brings corn farmers
and their spouses to the nation’s capital to learn
more about policy development and to interact
with Nebraska’s Congressional leadership

= Partnering with the Nebraska Soybean Board
to establish the Corn and Soybean Ambassador
program, a year-long program for college
students who want to learn more about
agriculture and become active advocates for
the industry

= Establishing the Future Leaders in Ag
Scholarship Program (FLAGship) which
awards scholarships to Nebraska high school
seniors or college freshmen interested in an

agriculture-related career

= Advancing state-level leaders into national

leadership programs

A iggegs

Nancy Heidemann Randy Cruise
Chairman “ President

National Corn National Corn
* Development Foundation Growers Association




LaMoine Smith

LeeKlein

Rod Gangwish Bob Dickey Lynn Chrisp

| President Chairman President President > i President
| National Corn National Corn National Corn National Corn A National Corn ;
' Growers Association - i

Growers Association Growers Association

Growers Association b e

PR T i




10|

Helping Corn Farmers
Improve Themselves

NeCGA has become a trusted resource for Nebraska corn farmers as they work to

further improve their management practices, improve their profitability and grow more

with less. Nebraska corn farmers have benefited in many ways as NeCGA has worked to:

Help Nebraska farmers understand the

potential of the emerging carbon markets

Partner with Nebraska Extension to
deliver educational programs on a wide
range of topics from irrigation efficiency
to nutrient management, from cover crops

to farm transition

Host virtual forums onissues including global
trade, biofuels, ag policy and carbon markets

Establish the PRIME program to assist
younger and newer farmers increase their
knowledge and improve themselves and

their operations

Host on-farm producer workshops through
the Soil Health Partnership to help corn
farmers discover the value of cover crops

and adopt best soil management practices

Participate in Husker Harvest Days to engage
with Nebraska farmers on key policy issues

and producer education opportunities

Support and advocate for several initiatives at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln including
Innovation Campus, On-Farm Research and

research on new uses for corn

Grow the next generation of agricultural
leaders through internship opportunities and

the Corn and Soybean Ambassador program
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Creating the
Nebraska Corn Checkott

In 1978, just six short years after it was created, NeCGA took the bold
step of working with the Nebraska Legislature to establish a per-bushel
corn checkoff in the state. This pivotal farmer-led legislation provided

the mechanism for Nebraska corn farmers to invest their own money in
the future of their industry. The legislation also established the Nebraska
Corn Board which is made up of Nebraska corn farmers who determine
how those farmer-contributed dollars should be invested. NeCGA has also
helped promote periodic increases in the checkoff rate to help Nebraska
cornfarmers create and capitalize on opportunities and address challenges
that could affect profitability.

In 2014, NeCGA and the Nebraska Corn Board strengthened their
long-standing partnership as a single executive director was hired for
both organizations. Under the Nebraska Corn banner, NeCGA and the
Nebraska Corn Board work in partnership, each with its distinct role
and responsibilities. Joint programs have run the gamut from consumer
outreach to producer education, from communications to sustainability

programs, from promotions to federal policy development.

The funds generated by the corn checkoff have been invested
in scores of initiatives, all focused on
creating opportunities for Nebraska
corn farmers—thanks to the original
vision and initiative of NeCGA

farmer-leaders decades ago.

12|






Consumer Education

& Outreach

As scrutiny from media and consumer interest in food production have increased

over the years, so have the efforts of NeCGA in telling the story of Nebraska

agriculture and farmers’ commitment to responsible production, conservation

and sustainability. NeCGA initiatives include:

= Speaking up for Nebraska agriculture during
the “Food vs. Fuel” debate that periodically
raises its ugly head by educating the public
about the economic dynamics of agriculture,
the truth about ethanol production and the
relatively small percentage that ag commodities

contribute to the consumer cost of food

= Participating in CommonGround™a national
initiative that connects farm women
(including NeCGA members) with their
urban counterparts to discuss questions
and concerns related to farming, food

and agricultural practices

A ‘amors Dream

GHTMAR
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Serving Nebraska corn-fed beef at the
Nebraska Cattlemen Beef Pit at the
Nebraska State Fair

Participating in dozens of ethanol
promotions and educational efforts

Hosting hundreds of visitors to NeCGA-
member farms—from industry stakeholders
to journalists to international trade teams—
so they can get a first-hand look at how
corn farmers do what they do

(i ebraska@ Pork Producers Association |
- @
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N ebraska A biFFERENCE-MAKER

\ Corn Growers FOR NEBRASKA
ASSOCIATION CORN FARMERS

The Nebraska Corn Growers Association has been a game-changer
for Nebraska corn farmers for the past 50 years.

But the work is far from over.

State and federal policy and regulations will continue to affect the
freedom to farm. Consumer attitudes and media Willl influence opinions
and attitudes toward agriculture. New technologies and innovations will
create both opportunities and threats. Geopolitics and global-trade issues
will influence market access and market dynamics. A new generation of

farmer-leaders must be identified and nurtured.

The Nebraska Corn Growers Association thanks the thousands of
Nebraska corn farmers who have been and are members of NeCGA—as

well as NeCGA's many industry partners and supporters.

Special appreciation goes out to those corn farmers who have stepped
up to lead the association at the local, state and national level over the

past five decades.

The respect and solid reputation of NeCGA has been earned over
the past half century. As Nebraska corn farmers look to the future of

their operations and their industry as a whole, they can be assured

that NeCGA will continue to be there, advocating for Nebraska

corn farmers when and where it matters.
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'PAST NECGA PRESIDENTS

Roger Kreutz
 Allen Kreuscher

Ed Schrock '
- Bob Bettger
~ Randy Cruise
Rod Swanson
Dave Nelson
Rod Gangwish
. Andy Jensen

' Richard Plock
Ron Ochsner
Ron Woollen
Andy Jensen
Mark Schweers
Dennis Gengenbach
' Steve Ebke
Randy Uhrmacher
Brandon Hunnicutt
Carl Sousek
Joel Grams
 Larry Mussack
- DanWesely .

A Dan Nerud
Andy Jobman

Hastings
DeWitt
Elm Creek
Fairmont
Pleasanton
Overton
Upland
Shelton
Aurora
York
Sutton
Wilcox
Aurora
Wisner
Smithfield
Daykin
Hastings
Giltner
Prague
Minden
Decatur
Morse Bluff
Dorchester
Gothenburg

1972-74
1975-80
1981-82
1983-84
1985
1986-87
1988-89
1990-92
1992-93
1994-95
1996-97
1998-99
1999-2000
2001-02
2003-04
2005-06
2007-08 -
2009-10
2011-12
2013-14
2015-16
2017-18
2019-20
2021-
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The Nebraska Corn Growers Association

appreciates the outstanding support from

these sponsors:
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Union Bank &Trust,
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Nebraska Corn Growers Association
4435 O Street

Suite 210

Lincoln, NE 68510

402.438.6459

NECGA.ORG



